
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT* 
United States Patent and Trademall 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PAT"^ 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virgiiua 223 1 3- 1430 
www.uspto.gov 



DMMERCE 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFU 



ATIONNO. 



10/631,145 



07/31/2003 



7590 



12/09/2004 



LAURA C. HARGITT 
General Motors Corporation 
Legal Staff, Mail Code 482-C23-B21 
P.O. Box 300 

Deteroit, MI 48265-3000 



Michael Francis 0*Leaiy 



GP-303259 



EXAMINER 



PANG, ROGER L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3681 

DATE MAILED: 12/09/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO.90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/631.145 



Examiner 

Roger L Pang 



Applicant(s) 

OlEARY ET AL 



Art Unit 

3681 



The MAIUNG DATE of th,s communication appears on th s cover shBot witn tne corrBspondence address ^ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. B NO period for reply is specrfied abov«, the max,mu^^^^ ABANDONED (35 U S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)12 Responsive to (X)mmunication(s) filed on ?6 October 2001 . 
oo^ra Thk artion is FINAL 2b)D This action is non-final. 

1o s!lT=;«2n is in »nd*n ^ except 

closed m accoidance with the praOlce under fix parte Qi«yte. 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) i;5 is/are pending in the application 

4a) Of the above {daim(s) 

5) 0 Claim(s) ^ is/are allowed 



is/are withdrawn from (X)nsideration. 



6)EI Claim{s) 1:5 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) ; is/are objected to. 

8)D Claim(s) • are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)0 The spedficatipn is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)D The drawing(s) -filed on 



is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may n.t request that ar,y objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance See 37 CFR l^(a). 
R placement dr.,..ngsheet(s)induding the correction is required.thedra^r^^^^ 
1 DO The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached OfHce Action or fomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAll b)n Scjme * 0)0 None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified: copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



2 Certltiea copies OT me pnumy uuwui i i^i w w^^.. . . 

SD copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been rec^ved in this National Stage 
applicatidn from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Application/Control Number: 10/631,145 
Art Unit: 3681 • 

DETAILED ACTION 
The following action is in response to the amendment filed for appUcation 10/631,145 
filed on October 26, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
Tl.e following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A poson shaU be entitled to a patent unless - 

patent by another Btei in the Untied Sutes I*'"" ""S^?^^^ ^ tow the eltecK f« purposes otthls 
Lematlonal appUeation filed »Kl«r """Vf ^ » '"f^: Ll application designat^l the United 

a^im 1-5 are rejected »n<ter 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as bemg anticipated by Km. With regard 
to claim 1, Kao^feaches apbnetary gear arrangement con^rising: three rotatable members, a 
fet of which ts;a planet carrier ass»nbly member having at least one planet carrier member 
49/436/529 anda plurality of pinion gear numbers 47/437/527 rotatably mounted on said planet 
carrier member.: a second of said rotatable m^ribers b«ing disposed in meshing engagement with 
at least one of s^d pinion gear members, a third of s^d rotable members being disposed in 
meshmg engagement with at least one of said pinion gear members (Fig. la/5a/6a); a selectively 
engageable actile friction damper means 54/454/554 comprised of a normaUy disengaged torque 
transmitting mechanism between and adapted to selectively apply a frictional engagement 
ween at least two of said rotatable members during a torque reversal (gear change) through 
said planetary glar arangement; me^s for selectively activating said active friction damper 
(Col. 1). With regard to claim 2, Kao teaches the arrangement, wherein: said two membets 
e^aged by said active damper mean, are a sun gear member and a ring gear member (Fig 5a). 
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WUh rcg^ .0 olahn 3. Kao teache. arrange-nent, wherein: said two member engaged by 
saidactivedanvernKansa^aringgearn^ni^andsaidplanetoamern^n^erff^^^ .a). Witt, 

regard m cton », Kao teaches «>e arrangement, wherein: said two ambers engaged by said 
active dan^r rheans are a snn gear memb« and said planet carrier n«n*a (Fig. 6a). With 
regard to claim 5, Kao t«,ches the arrangement, comprising said means for selectively 
activating said active friction damper means is engaged in anticipation of a lash change between 

said rotatable members (caused during a gear change). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicifs argument with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moo. in view 

of the new grovuid(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicaifs amendment ne^ssitated the new grou„d(s)ofrejection presented in this 
Officeaction. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is rerninded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fronithe mailing date otthis action. Inthe event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of U.e nulling date of this final action and the advisory action is no. maOed until after 
U,e end of to raKEB-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 

— injps^^dam^^^^ 

CFR 1.136(a) WUl be calculated ftomdre mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 



Application/Control Number: 10/631,145 
Art Unit: 3681 

however, wUl the statutory period for reply expire 
final action. 
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later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
Submi^ion of ]ow respops. by «e t^n,..ion i. encouraged. Uoup 3600. fa«unUe 
number is (703); 305-3597. Recognizing Ae fact U«. reducing cycle time in fte processing and 
examination of appUcations wi.. etfectively increase a patent, tern, it is to your b«neft to 
submit responses by facsimile transmission whenever p«missib.e. Such submission «iU place 
.he t^ponse diLly in our examining ^up's hands and will eliminate Post Office proc«sing 
and dehvety time as well as the PTO's mail room processing and delivery time. For a complete 
lis. of cotrespondence not permitted by facsimile transnnss^n. see MPEP 502.0 . , In general, 
most responses and/or amendments not requiring a fee. as weU as those requiring a fee but 
charging such fie to a deposH accoum, can be submitted by facsimile transmission. Responses 
requiring a fee which applicant is paying by check should not be submitting by fecsimile 
transmission separately from the check. 
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R«po.es subnAt^d b, fesWe —ion should tacMe a Cenificate of T— ion 
(MPEP 5 12). The following is an example of the format the certification nnght take: 

, hereby cenity that this correspondence is being facsin^e transmitted to the Patent and 
Trademark OfBte (Fax No. (703) 305-3597) on (Dale) 

Typed or printe4 name of person signing this certificate: 



(Signature) 

If your response is submittedby facsimile transmission, you areherebyremindedthat the 
original Should be stained as evid»ce of authenticity (37 CFR 1.4 and MPEP 502.02). Please 
do no. separately mail the original or another copy unless r«^ired by the Patent and Trad«nark 
Office. Submission of the original response or a follow-up copy of the response after your 
^nse has been transmitted by facsimile will only cause finther unnecessary delays m the 
posing of ,6ur application. dupUcate responses where fees are charged to a deposit account 

may resuH in those fees being charged twice. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
e^i^ershouldbedirec^to K ag^P^wtesenelephone-numbe»sJ03.3m.QM^ 
examiner can normally be reached on 5:30am to 4;00pm 
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If attempt » reach to examiner by telephoae are u„successfi.l, the exammer's 
.„per™or.Char,esMar™oroanb.reachedon703-308-OS30. The ftx phone number for to 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306^ 

information regarding to status of an application may b« ottained from toPatent 
AppUcatio. .«f6n»tion Retrievtd (PAK) systen. Status infonnation for pubhshed appUcations 
™ay be obtained Son, either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Sta«,s infom^tion for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For nK>re intor^tion about to PAIR 
systen, see http;//pair-direct.uspto.gov Should you have questions on access to to Private PAIR 
systenu contactthe EleCromc Business Center (BBC) at 866-2.7-9197 (toll-free). 




loger L Pang 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3681 



December 6, 2004 



